
The East Allington Curriculum: How it works:       

Why?  

To give children a broad-based curriculum that delivers their National Curriculum entitlement. To 

build in progression throughout the school that builds knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Every subject has an intent that outlines the reason for teaching it and the approach taken. Every 

intent refers back to the UNHCR rights of the child: 

Article 28: You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school 

to the highest level you can.  

Article 29: Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also 

help you learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people. 

EA Curriculum intent 
Article 29: Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It 
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their 
own and other cultures, and the environment. 
We will provide a broad and balanced curriculum using a cross curricular approach. We will teach 
knowledge and skills which recognise and build on children’s prior learning. We begin each term 
with a ‘Hook Experience’ to spark interest and curiosity. Following this, pupil voice is encouraged 
and used to enhance our planning. 
We use the East Allington values of ABC to promote positive attitudes to learning which reflect 
the values and skills needed to promote responsibility for learning and future success. 
Our curriculum is based on the 2014 National Curriculum which is covered in mixed age classes 
through a two-year rolling programme.  
Children leave East Allington empowered, having a voice and able to contribute to a positive 
future. We believe this as we are a Rights Respecting School. 

 

What? 

We use the National Curriculum. Each subject has been organised into a progression of knowledge 

and skills. These have been organised to produce termly themes where there are links between 

what is being taught in different subjects. These are our Programmes of Study. 

Maths: is taught using the structure and planning of the White Rose Scheme. Teachers use this as a 

base and where appropriate, build in cross curricular learning that uses the environment. Maths 

assessment is logged on DC Pro, logging each child’s achievement for each target 

English: follows the National Curriculum - Read Write Inc is used to teach phonics – Accelerated 

Reader is used in KS2 to assess comprehension skills. English assessment is logged on DC Pro 

(reading and writing)  

Other subjects use varied schemes (see in school/lockdown document)  



Coverage and assessment: Teachers have folders in their classrooms for them to annotate when 

learning has been carried out. This is used to inform planning to fill gaps. The coverage documents in 

the files also show where evidence can be found which makes it easier for the subject leaders to 

monitor what is being covered. 

Impact is assessed through half termly staff meetings: mind maps/children’s voice are assessed. 

Books shared & coverage reviewed.  

When? 

The NC document informs which topics are taught in each year group. 

We have a Whole School Long Term Curriculum Overview rolling programme which lasts two years, 

as we have two year groups in classes. This shows what will be covered during that period.  

Topics have been allocated to different years to reflect the knowledge and skills that can be taught 

through them. For example, The Great Fire of London is taught in years 1/2 whereas the Victorians 

(which involves more complex learning and skills) is taught in years 5/6. Through the Hook 

curriculum, previous learning will be referred back to so children understand they are building their 

knowledge and skills. 

The topic cycle ensures broad coverage of geographical, historical and scientific themes. 

Single subject weeks, such as an art week, are built into the calendar to ensure complete coverage. 

Subjects that do not link to the termly topic may be taught weekly or as a block of work. 

How? 

The ‘Hook’ curriculum;    

1) HOOK - THE EXPERIENCE – must happen in WEEK 2 of each term - out of the ordinary and 

immersive, gives us the justification of why we are doing this; a visit, trip, event, 

performance  

This hook will be decided by us – we will already have planned possible learning from this and its 

focus will be decided by what children need to learn (nature based, space based) – we will 

generate a bank of quality experiences 

When doing this experience, the teacher will be prompting, suggesting avenues of interest the 

children might like to pursue when back in school – these ‘ideas’ are the coverage.  

‘Things that are new, that teach us something, are inherently interesting. They challenge us to 

investigate and to learn. And best of all, they are fun.’ 

Pay attention + ask good questions = create interesting experiences 

  

2) NOTICE – while on the experience, we will notice the children’s interests, motivations and 

their needs (these can be influenced by what learning we need to deliver)  

3) FEEDBACK – back at school – what do the children want to learn? What are their needs? 

How did they behave on the experience? What elements of it did they really respond to? 

What happens if they choose many different things? (we all have a right to learn?)  



4) PLAN – planning is informed by the children’s interests and motivations – a mind map 

with the hook in the middle is in clear view within the classroom – this will grow as 

children’s ideas are added to it. THIS IS A REALLY IMPORTANT PART OF THIS PROCESS AS 

IT FORMS THE PUPIL VOICE, PLAN, RECORD OF COVERAGE (CLASS AND INDIVIDUAL) AND 

EVIDENCE FOR PART 6:  PERFORM/EVALUATE/REVIEW/JUSTIFY   

5) EXPLORE – TEACHING AND LEARNING – knowledge and skills  

Add to the mind map as you go… 

6)  AT THE END OF TERM, or THAT SEQUENCE OF WORK: 

PERFORM/EVALUATE/REVIEW/JUSTIFY – children present their learning in some form (a 

museum, talk to another class/parents, presentation back to the original visitor, video to 

be sent back to the museum etc  – older children have to justify why future classes should 

have the same experience to parent/governor/head etc (how has this helped in their 

learning? – how can they demonstrate to us it was worth it) USE THE MIND MAP 

7) WHAT NEXT? Before the end of this term, introduce the next hook – start thinking about 

possibilities from this experience 

- The mind map contains the coverage of content and skills – this can be photographed and 

used at the end of the topic as evidence – older children will have created their own mind 

maps to show they understand and can explain what they have learned and why they 

have learned it – they will gather a bank of maps to revise their knowledge from. Children 

will be taught through the stages of mind mapping to develop their skills for organising 

their thoughts and learning.  

  


